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Soil assessment is an increasingly crowded space. A large and growing number of 
organisations are looking to influence or prescribe how farmers measure and assess 
their soil. This has the potential to lead to:

➢ Confusion among farmers – unsure of what approach to use, and for what purpose. 

➢ Inconsistent data collection - for stakeholders looking to understand change and impact 

over time. 

➢ Different interpretations of what a healthy soil is.
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In 2024, the Sustainable Soils Alliance (SSA) with the support of stakeholders across 

the sector, carried out an extensive mapping exercise of the principal initiatives used to 
measure and assess on-farm soil health in the UK. This research included government 
policies, certification schemes and carbon calculators, and revealed that different 
metrics, methodologies, thresholds and terminology are used, generating inconsistent 
data and therefore different interpretations of soil health.

Introduction



Presentation 1:

AHDB soil health scorecard

Dr Amanda Bennett, AHDB
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Soil Biology and Soil Health Partnership 

ahdb.org.uk/soil-biology-and-soil-health-partnership 5

Aims:

• Develop and validate indicators of soil health for routine on-farm monitoring 

• Improve understanding of soil biology in relation to soil health management

Dr Amanda Bennett, AHDB
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Sampling location

5m

Centre point recorded

Sampling site within field

Spade assessment of structure

Randomly located multiple cores (use numbers advised) 
consolidated into sample sent for analysis
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Access the benchmark documents via:

ahdb.org.uk/soil-biology-and-soil-health-partnership
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Dr Amanda Bennett, AHDB
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ahdb.org.uk/knowledge-library/the-soil-health-scorecard
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Monitoring soil health on farm
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www.ahdb.org.uk

‘Inspiring our farmers, growers 
and industry to succeed in a 

rapidly changing world’



Presentation 2:

Soil Association Exchange 
Dynamic Benchmarking

Joseph Gridley, CEO 
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Measurement, advice & improvement, 
and linking advice to financial incentives 

14

Soil Association Exchange’s Dynamic 

Benchmarking keeps users informed with 
real-time soil data updates, allowing them 
to see how their farm's performance 

measures up against others. 

As farmers update their soil data, scores 
automatically adjust, providing accurate 
and current insights in a continuous flow of 

information that helps them make timely, 
informed decisions to improve their farm's 

resilience and profitability.

Joseph Gridley, 

Soil Association Exchange



Presentation 3:

SOil funDamentals (SOD) 
webtool for soil health

Dr Chris Feeney, UKCEH
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Benchmarks for soil health indicators for 
Great Britain

ceh.ac.uk 16

UKCEH has undertaken national-scale 
monitoring since 1978 under the Countryside 
Survey.

Drawing on the rich soils database from 
surveys taken in 1978, 1998, 2007 & 2019-21, 
we've developed a series of references for 
indicators of soil health.

Landscape context is significant:
• Arable land will have very different soils to 

upland bogs.
• And even for similar land uses, soil type & 

climate differences will impact typical soil 
condition.

For more information, please see: https://www.ceh.ac.uk/our-science/projects/countryside-survey

Dr Chris Feeney, UKCEH
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Functionality of SOD webtool
What it DOES do What it DOESN’T do

• Provide context for your chosen environment

• Information on 4 key indicators covering physical, 

chemical & biological aspects of soil condition

• Show references (benchmarks) based on 

nationally representative data

• Produce an assessment summary file, which you 

can save for later reference

• Provide helpful guidance so you can go out and 

collect your own measurements

• Tell you the status of your land specifically

• Report information on a wider array of nutrients, 

contaminants, compaction or other soil biology

• Show thresholds or targets, as these are highly 

context specific or in some cases may not exist

• Keep a permanent record of your inputs – once 

you close SOD, the input data is gone instantly!

• Tell you how to improve or maintain your soil’s 

condition

ceh.ac.uk 18

You can access the SOD webtool from here: https://connect-apps.ceh.ac.uk/soilhealth/

Dr Chris Feeney, UKCEH
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Soil health assessment guidance

ceh.ac.uk 19

Dr Chris Feeney, UKCEH



Diolch / Thank you

For more information
please contact:

enquiries@ceh.ac.uk

@UK_CEH

ceh.ac.uk



Presentation 3:

Shared Waters

Sophie Harrison, WRAP
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This document is the property of WRAP and may not be reproduced or reused without permission.
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Our Collective Action Projects

South Africa

Peru Kenya

Countries with live projects

West 
Cumbria

South West 

Norfolk 
(CamEO)

Wye & Usk

Kent 
(Medway)

Doñana

Spain

Murcia

UK

UK Food and Drink Pact Water 
Roadmap target: 
by 2030, 50% of fresh food is 
sourced from areas with 
sustainable water management.
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Sophie Harrison, WRAP



This document is the property of WRAP and may not be reproduced or reused without permission.

Who we work with 
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• 39 businesses funding our Collective 
Action Projects

• Water Roadmap signatories: 89 
businesses, 15 supporters (104 total) 23

Sophie Harrison, WRAP



WRAP Water Stakeholder Map 

Business

Partner

Delivery Partner

Government

Regulator

Key

Certification

Expert

Stakeholder

In-catchment 
stakeholder

Supplier 
Engagement 

Platform

Initiative

Funder

Courtauld
Commitment 

2030

Reporting sub-group

Standards and 
certification sub-group

WWF Basket

WWF UK

The Rivers 
Trust

WWF International

WWF Spain

WWF Switzerland

SPAIN PROJECT: 
Good Stuff 

International

Alliance for 
Water 

Stewardship

Life4Donana Spanish 
Ministry

Ethical Trade 
Initiative 

Dutch Embassy in 
Spain

Mondra

CDP

LEAF

KENYA PROJECT: 
WWF Kenya

SOUTH AFRICA PROJECT: 
WWF South Africa

DEFRA

FCDO

FCDO

Environment 
Agency

SIFAV

Soil Association Exchange

Catchment 
Based 

Approach

Fairtrade

Red Tractor

PERU PROJECT: Good 
Stuff International

M2030

KFC

LNGG

KeNaWRUA

Esme Fairburn 
Foundation

Gatsby 
Foundation

Clarmondial

Water Resources 
Authority

Ministry of Water

FNET

TNC

NORFOLK PROJECT: 
Norfolk Rivers Trust

WRE

Western Cape 
Government

Freshwater 
Research Centre

Oversight Panel

C2030 
Steering 

Group

C2030 
Signatorie

s

MEDWAY PROJECT: 
South East Rivers Trust

W&U PROJECT: Wye and 
Usk Foundation

SOUTH WEST PROJECT: 
Westcountry Rivers Trust

WAVER/WAMPOOL PROJECT: 
West Cumbria Rivers Trust

Water 
Roadmap –
convened 
by WRAP

Waterwise

Water Witness

Advocacy sub-group

Global GAP

FSI

Aquascope

LENs

Sustainable 
Restaurant 
Association

Dairy UK 3Keel

SBTN

FDF

National 
Landscapes 
Association 

Trade 
Association

BRC

NFU

Sustainable 
Soils 

Associaton 24

Sophie Harrison, WRAP



This document is the property of WRAP and may not be reproduced or reused without permission.

Our Impact 
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End

Web: LUNZHub.com X: @LUNZHub

This slide deck is accompanied by a workshop recording – click here to watch

For more information, questions or comments, please get in touch: 

ellen@sustainablesoils.org
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mailto:https://youtu.be/BHNL1oeRyz4

	Default Section
	Slide 1: On-Farm Soil Health Measuring & Assessing Initiatives
	Slide 2: Contents
	Slide 3: Soil assessment is an increasingly crowded space. A large and growing number of organisations are looking to influence or prescribe how farmers measure and assess their soil. This has the potential to lead to:  
	Slide 4

	Main Presentation
	Slide 5: Soil Biology and Soil Health Partnership 
	Slide 6: Sampling location
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Monitoring soil health on farm
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Measurement, advice & improvement,  and linking advice to financial incentives 
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: Benchmarks for soil health indicators for  Great Britain
	Slide 17
	Slide 18: Functionality of SOD webtool
	Slide 19: Soil health assessment guidance
	Slide 20: Diolch / Thank you
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23: Who we work with 
	Slide 24
	Slide 25: Our Impact 
	Slide 26: End


